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Hands up: who wants  
free money?

Financial support for students comes in all 
shapes and sizes – from universities to 
charities, fee waivers to scholarship schemes 
– and they can make all the difference when it 
comes to funding your university studies.

While four in ten students told us that their 
living costs at uni were higher than expected 
(and three in ten had struggled to manage 
these), six in ten students didn't apply for a 
bursary or scholarship at all*. Research by The 
Scholarship Hub suggests there are over 
£150m in scholarships up for grabs each 
year**. So don't leave cash on the table that 

you'll wish you had pocketed later.
Despite what you might think, scholarships 

are not just for A* students or those who come 
from low-income households. Nearly three 
quarters of students who told us they didn't 
apply for a scholarship or bursary said it was 
because they didn't think they'd be eligible in 
the first place (but, as you’ll see, extra funding is 
awarded for a variety of reasons and criteria).

What are scholarships for?
Bursary, grant or scholarship schemes are 
available for students to help them financially 

Students, let us introduce you to the funding pots  
that you don’t have to pay back

while they study for a degree.
These terms are often used interchangeably 

as they share one important factor in common: 
unlike a student loan, these helpful sources of 
funding do not need to be repaid.

What are they?
Scholarships and bursaries might be offered 
on the basis of your academic abilities, 
personal circumstances (eg your household 
income, where you live), or perhaps a 
combination of these things. They might also 
be offered for other reasons – for example, if 
you have a disability or dependents who rely 
on you.

Funding like this can last for one year of 
your university course (usually the first year), or 
they can extend over the whole period of your 
studies. Scholarships may try to cover some or 
all of the cost of your tuition fees and/or living 
costs – meaning you might not need to borrow 
as much in terms of student loans or you can 

get a little extra on top of what you're entitled 
to. Plus don’t forget, they don't need to be paid 
back!

Where do you get them from?
These are offered by universities, further 
education (FE) colleges that offer degree 
courses, companies, charities, trusts, special 
interest groups or even your local council. 
What's available, and the eligibility criteria you 
have to meet, will vary. 

In this guide, you'll find out more about 
bursaries and scholarships available and how 
to boost you chances of getting one. Plus, we 
asked students who successfully applied for 
them to share their top tips.

* Data source: Which? University Student Survey 2018, conducted 
by Youthsight on behalf of Which?, with 5,000 students at UK 
universities from March to April 2018.

**Data source: Scholarship Hub, 2018

SCHOLARSHIPS AND 
BURSARIES: WHAT’S 
THE DIFFERENCE?

The terms ‘bursary’ 
and ‘scholarship’ 
are interchangeable 
across universities, but 
scholarships tend to be 
different in that they are 
competitive (and often 
supported by donors). 
Bursaries are usually 
noncompetitive, awarded 
automatically and based 
on financial need. Also, 
they may be described as 
‘awards’.
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It may or may not surprise you that being gifted 
at something, whether that’s academically, 
musically or in sport, might warrant a 
scholarship. But did you know that some are 
based on your personal circumstances, and 
even your extracurricular activities (especially if 
they’re relevant to what you’re going to study)?

Here’s a quick guide to the different types of 
scholarships available:

●  Doing well in your exams: not always for 
straight A*s either! Some universities offer 
money for grades ABB or less.

●  Musical talent: if you’re happy to perform 
while you’re at uni.

●  Personal circumstances: including where 
you come from, your religion or if you’re the 
first in your family to go to university. 

●  Financial need: if your household income is 
below a certain amount.

●  Sporting achievement: if you’re competing 
at regional, national or international level in 
a sport, many universities offer scholarships 
to attract the best talent, so you can help 
them win competitions!

●  Industry scholarships: offered to attract new 
talent into a career or industry, and will often 
include work experience as part of the offer. It 
may even lead to a job when you graduate.

●  Interests and hobbies: some scholarships 
may be based on your extracurricular 
activities, such as community work.

●  And the rest… some schemes are open to all 
subjects and universities, usually requiring you 

to complete an essay, perform a presentation 
or even submit a video of yourself.

A-Z scholarships
There are scholarships, grants and bursaries 
given for all sorts of reasons you might not 
expect – from being a vegetarian to having the 
surname Graham (yes, really!). Students who 
have a great business idea or are keen writers, 
filmmakers or musicians can find something for 
them. You might be surprised at the breadth of 
scholarships available. Here’s an overview of 
just some of the opportunities offered each year.

Crowd Scholar

Open to UK students who will be between the 
ages of 17 and 19 when they start university 
and who are eligible for free school dinners. 
This scheme aims to support students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds who have shown 
outstanding academic potential.

Royal Television Society Bursaries

Bursaries of up to £3,000 offered to students 
who are interested in a career in television, 
either in broadcast journalism or technology. 
This also provides mentoring and networking 
opportunities to get your foot in the door of 
the television industry.

IET Diamond Jubilee Scholarships

Offered by the Institute of Engineering and 
Technology (IET) these scholarships offer 
£1,000 a year for up to three years to students 
who are about to embark on an IET-accredited 

Types of scholarships
Scholarships aren’t just for the academically gifted. If you’re 
talented in other disciplines, skills or have a financial need, 
there could be a pot of money with your name on it
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degree programme. Winners will also receive 
professional development support and 
networking opportunities.

Miranda Brawn Diversity Leadership 

Scholarships

Applicants must be from a black, Asian or 
minority ethnic background (BAME); between 
the ages of 14 and 21; attending school or 
university full time in the UK; and have proven 
academic excellence. Winners will receive 
£1,000 plus mentoring and work experience.

Lloyds Scholars

Open to students from lower-income 
households, the Lloyds Scholars Programme 
offers a complete package of financial support, 
paid internships, a business mentor and the 
opportunity to develop employability skills.

Helena Kennedy Foundation

These bursaries are available to students 
currently studying at an FE college or sixth 
form college and applying to enter university 
who are experiencing barriers to continuing 

and will continue to work in tech beyond their 
scholarship project.

The Southwark Scholarship Scheme

For students who have been resident in 
Southwark for a minimum of three years and 
have a household income of less than 
£25,000. You must have a good academic 
record and have made a positive contribution 
to the community of Southwark.

The Vegetarian Charity Grant

Applicants must be vegetarian and in financial 
need.
 
The Graham Trust Bursary

Bursaries are awarded to students with the 
surname Graham who are in financial need 
and studying at university in the Glasgow area.their education. Winners will receive a bursary 

of £2,250 plus mentoring, training and work 
experience opportunities.

Drake Calleja Trust Scholarships

Scholarships worth up to £9,000 are offered to 
solo instrumentalists and singers (not 
ensembles) enrolled as students at studying at 
music college or conservatoires in the UK at 
undergraduate, postgraduate or research  
level (musical theatre and jazz students are  
not eligible).

TASS scholarships

The TASS scheme helps athletes in education 
– aged 16-plus – to get the very best from their 
sporting and academic careers without having 
to choose between the two. Students are 
offered a range of sporting and financial 
benefits.

Cyber First Bursary

Offered by GCHQ, these scholarships worth 
£4,000 a year are open to UK nationals and 
also offer paid cybersecurity work experience 

to help kick-start a career. It’s open to students 
who achieve three A-levels at grade B or 
above and have an offer to study, or are 
currently in their first year of, a STEM (sciences, 
technology, engineering or maths) degree at a 
UK university. 

Unite Foundation Scholarship

Free accommodation for the duration of a 
three-year degree is offered to care leavers or 
students estranged from their families who are 
attending one of the 28 partner universities.

RAF Intelligence Bursaries

These bursaries worth £6,000 are offered to 
students studying a foreign language degree 
who apply for and are accepted as an 
Intelligence Analyst (Linguists). You will have 
the promise of a job on graduation plus a 
bursary for two years while you study. 

Leverhulme Trade Charities Trust

Applicants must be undertaking their first 
degree and be a close family member of a 
commercial traveller, chemist or grocer. 
Awards of up to £3,000 are made.

Google scholarship for students with 

disabilities

€7,000 euros for students with disabilities who 
are studying computer science at any 
university and who can demonstrate strong 
academic and leadership skills as well as a 
passion for computing and technology.

Sky Women in Tech Scholarship

Open to all women aged 18 to 25 who have a 
passion for technology and commitment to a 
career in the tech industry. The aim of the 
scholarship is to give women the tools and 
development opportunities they need to forge 
a career in technology. This aims to support 
women who are committed to their discipline 
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Other funding on offer
Besides scholarships and bursaries, there are other pots of 
funding that will make your wallet a little healthier

Still worried about making ends meet as a 
student? On top of student loans (for tuition 
fees and living costs), you might be able to 
claim the following extra financial help.

Fee waivers
In effect, fee waivers reduce the amount of your 
tuition fees. You can get fee waivers just by 
themselves, or you can get a mixture of a fee 
waiver and bursary in one package of support. 
Plus, none of your waiver has to be paid back.

How to get it: A university or college might 
offer to reduce the cost of your tuition fees for 
your first year (and in some cases, subsequent 
years too), rather than give you a cash 
payment. Some could give you both. This 
means you don’t need to borrow as much in 
tuition fee loans, so you’ll accrue less interest 
and overall debt. Bear in mind that because a 
high proportion of students will never pay off 
the full amount of their student loans, this 
might not be as generous as it appears upfront 
(but it can still help).

NB: Since a bursary allows you to decide how 

and when you want to use your money, it’s the 

better option for most students, especially 

when it’s estimated that not all students 

starting university under the new student 

finance system will end up repaying all of their 

student loan anyway. 

Hardship funds
These are designed to help if you’re having 
financial problems, usually when you’re 

already at university. They are awarded by the 
institutions themselves, with the amount of 
money decided on a case-by-case basis.

As of the last few years, universities and 
colleges fund these themselves (previously the 
UK government funded these), as well as 
deciding who should receive this cash.

How to get it: There’s usually an application 
form to complete in order to state your case. 
You can apply either if you simply have less 
money coming in than going out, or if an 
unexpected cost arises like an expensive 
repair bill. Your circumstances will be taken 
into account and certain groups – student 
parents, disabled students and so on – will 
normally be prioritised for help, although all UK 
students can apply. You can get these via your 
university or college's student services or 
finance department. Because these are 
decided case-by-case, it's worth researching 
what's available yourself in relation to your 
own circumstances, rather than going on the 
word of other students who've applied for 
these. Just because someone else received a 
certain amount (or were unsuccessful) doesn't 
necessarily mean you'll get the same result.

You'll need to take documents and evidence 
that confirm how much student finance you 
receive as well as expenses and outgoings (eg 
bank statements). This is to ensure those who 
really need the extra help will get it. You’ll be 
expected to have sought out all other avenues 
of extra funding before this point.

You can learn more about hardship funds on 
the Gov.uk website. 

Funds4Uni
Students can set themselves up as a 

‘fundraising cause’ on easyfundraising's 
Funds4Uni page, and invite friends and family 
to support them through their usual online 
shopping – and it costs them nothing to do so! 
You and your friends and family can collect a 
free donation to your university fund every 
time you or they shop online, with more than 
3,300 participating retailers covering 
everything from travel and insurance to 
groceries and fashion. It’s a bit like a 
supermarket or airline rewards scheme.

The donations you and your supporters 
collect each month will be totalled and paid 

directly into your nominated bank account by 
BACS or cheque. You can choose how you 
spend it – whether its for books, travel, 
accommodation or baked beans.

How to get it: So, how much could you raise? 
On average, by doing all of their usual online 
shopping with easyfundraising, a family of 
eight supporting a student could raise over 
£864 a year. 

Head to the Funds4Uni information page 
and sign up. It takes around five minutes to 
register and then you can start raising funds. 
easyfundraising.org.uk/funds4uni.
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Eligibility
The scope of scholarships available means that its 
likely that you’re eligible for something, depending 
on the reasons the institution is offering it

Each award will have its own eligibility criteria 
to meet, and as we have seen already, 
scholarships aren’t all for academic merit and 
all bursaries aren’t for financial need. However, 
there are some criteria that might be relevant 
to a broad spectrum of awards.

Examples of common eligibility criteria for a 

bursary or scholarship:

● Your household income is less than £25,000.
●  Your household income is between £25,001 

and £42,611.

●  You are underrepresented. For example, you 
have UK refugee status or live in an area 
with low participation of young people in 
higher education.

●  You have a disability, or a long-term health 
condition for which Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) is not available.

●  You are working or studying away from  
the university.

● You have come from a care background.
●  You have been successful in your application 

for an advanced learner loan.

● You are caring for an adult or children.
●  You are living in a hostel or shared 

accommodation.

Your university needs confirmation of the 

following in order to consider you for an award 

based on your income:

●  You have applied to your student finance 
body for income-assessed support.

●  The chosen university is stated on your 
application.

●  Your household income has been verified by 
your student finance body.

●  You (and your parents or partner) have given 
their consent to your student finance body 
to share information with the university.

EXPERT VIEW: INVESTIGATE  
UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT FUNDS 
‘Not all awards may be administered centrally, 

and so some departments may have funds, 

scholarships or bursaries which central 

funding teams are not necessarily aware of. To 

make sure that students maximise their 

student income, they should ensure that they 

check with their department whether there are 

any such locally managed schemes which they 

may be eligible to apply for.’ 

Jon Lightfoot – acting student funding manager,  

Bristol University

What about from other organisations?
There are many different types of 
organisations that provide funding to students 
according to their own specific objectives. 
Some examples include:

Charitable objectives

●  To help disadvantaged students from 
households that have low incomes or from 
low-achieving schools.

●  To support students with special 
circumstances or need.

Commercial objectives:

●  To encourage diversity within a particular 
industry/sector.

● To raise brand awareness among the 
student community. 

What are my chances of getting a 
bursary or scholarship?
In the same way as you wouldn’t just apply for 
one job and then give up when you hear 
nothing back, applying for scholarships and 
grants can be hard work.

Any university or college in England offering 
degree courses that cost above £6,000 has to 
offer bursaries, summer schools and outreach 
programmes to encourage applications from 
students from all backgrounds. 

Persevere and keep looking throughout 
your studies and not just when you’re 
applying to university. You may be lucky and 
come across opportunities naturally through 
any extracurricular activities (especially if 
they’re related to what you plan to study at 
university). An average scholarship is worth 
around £1,500, so the effort can pay off.

There can be other benefits too, according 
to this Lloyds Scholar student:

‘Being a Lloyds Scholar has been 
invaluable to me. It has helped me in several 
ways, from gaining a summer internship to 
improving my prioritisation skills and 
ultimately making sure I enjoy every second 
at university.’

When The Scholarship Hub spoke to 20 
organisations who offer bursary or 
scholarship schemes earlier this year, you 
might be surprised to hear that half said they 
had to work hard to attract applicants. So 
your chances of being successful are higher 
than you think! Note that deadlines for 
applying differ from scheme to scheme, and 
year to year. So check fairly regularly for new 
opportunities as they open.
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Finding a scholarship, 
bursary or grant
You’ve recognised that you probably meet some  
of the criteria. Now, where are those little pots of gold?

Don't be one of the 15%* of students who 
didn't apply for these valuable sources of extra 
funding because they didn't know where to 
look. Here are a few pointers to set you in the 
right direction.

Your university: If you know where you will be 
studying, the first place to check is your 
university’s website to see what it offers. Some 
are automatically allocated, but not all, so don’t 
assume they will contact you if you are eligible. It 
may even be worth asking about at an open day.

TIP

Make sure you give permission to share your 

details when you apply for your student 

finance, as this is an easy way for universities to 

find out if you are eligible for scholarships 

related to financial need.

Charities and organisations: Not all bursaries 
and scholarships come from universities. 
Research some of the smaller organisations 
that give grants for educational support. The 
charity Turn2Us is a good source of trusts and 
charities, while The Guide to Educational 
Grants book is another useful resource. 

TIP

Many schemes are offered to students 

worldwide (unless stated otherwise), so don’t 

necessarily let the mention of dollars or euros 

stop you  from applying!

The Scholarship Hub website: You can search 
and compare the database of scholarship 
schemes on The Scholarship Hub. Register (for 
free) to see listings for each university as well 
as those not linked to particular universities.

TIP

When you search, think broader than the 

subject you're studying – and don't forget to 

check out scholarships open to all students.

How to boost your chances 
of getting a scholarship
When it comes to free money, competition can be 
fierce. But to give you a head-start, we’ve got some 
no-nonsense, practical advice

Make sure you're not missing out on money 
that's ripe for the picking. Want to give yourself 
the best possible chances when you apply for 
a bursary or scholarship? 

Here are our eight top tips:

1 Cast your net wide
The wider you cast your net when hunting 

for extra funding, the more likely you are to be 
successful. 

Use Google to research who the big players 
are in fields or sectors tied to the subject 
you're applying to. If they don't explicitly 
mention anything about scholarships or 
university funding for students on their 
websites, drop them a quick message 
introducing yourself. Explain your university 
plans and any goals you have for the future 
(such as a particular career path) and ask 
whether they offer any financial support.

The worst that can happen is that they don't 
reply and you've lost a few minutes of your 
day. The best case is that your initiative and 
enthusiasm impresses them and they can help 
you in some way (plus it gives you a foot in the 
door for future work experience, internships 
and graduate schemes).

2 Get the most from open days
A good approach to an open day is to 

have a handful of questions to ask at the end. 
You could have a long journey to get there and 

back, so you want to make sure you're getting 
the most out of it. 

Before heading to one, check what the day 
will involve. Are there mandatory talks or 
sessions, or do you have some flexibility to 
pick and choose what you do/see? If it's the 
latter, a finance-related session may be worth 
checking out.

3 Ask once, and the opportunities may 
snowball from there

If you have already chosen your uni or are 
there already, reaching out directly to your 
university's student services or finance 
department is the first step to making yourself 
known, especially if you speak to a specific 
individual. When opportunities pop up for 

* Data source: Which? University Student Survey 2018, conducted 
by Youthsight on behalf of Which?, with 5,000 students at UK 
universities from March to April 2018.



14 15

funding that match your criteria, they'll know to 
get in touch with you.

Don't be afraid to pick up the phone or fire 
off a quick email. No matter how simple you 
think your question might be, the university will 
be best equipped to answer it. Plus, 
universities will vary in what extra funding is 
available, so don't assume anything.

The funding department can get busy, but it 
should aim to respond as soon as possible. 

4 Be organised and take initiative...
Scholarships and bursaries can be 

competitive, especially if the criteria to  
apply are quite open. Don't wait around. 
Hopefully you should have most of your 
parents' financial information to hand from 
when you applied for your student finance, 
which can save time. Keep important 
documents organised.

Also, it's really worth working out what your 
living costs might look like as soon as you can. 
Many students are surprised by the typical 
cost of university life, including those bills that 
Mum and Dad are likely to have been taking 
care of (eg monthly phone bill, household bills).

You can get a quick preview of your rough 
monthly living costs with our student budget 
calculator at which.co.uk/uni-calculator.

5 But remember there’s always  
next year

Missed the deadline for most scholarship 
applications? If you've crunched the numbers 
and going to university will be a real struggle 
without the extra help, consider putting it off 
for a year and working in the meantime to save 
some cash.

This will give you time to plan ahead, save 
some money while working, and apply for 
scholarships the following year (as well as 
build up any skills and experience you can 
bolster your application with).

6 Research, research, research
If you've already written your personal 

statement as part of your Ucas application, 
you'll have some practice talking yourself up in 
the best way possible in an essay format. 
However, it's worth doing some further 
research into the provider of the bursary and 
how the bursary came about. This might give 
you some ideas for what you should 
emphasise here.

Like writing a personal statement, an 
interview may be a familiar scenario you find 
yourself in when applying to universities. 
Again, do your research about whoever is 
providing the bursary, to give you a few talking 
points to jump on. Don't fret if you're asked to 
complete a presentation as part of this. Often 
your interviewer will come up with a topic or 
project that's quite broad or subjective to see 
how you think and respond to this. 

7 Give consent to share your  
income: tick!

Allow your student finance body to share your 
household information with the university – it’s 
as simple as ticking a box. Easy! 

Read the small print before doing so to 
confirm you're happy with how your information 
will be used. Often this is simply the best way 
for universities to quickly identify the students 
from low-income households who would benefit 
most from extra help. It could pay off big time, 
with little to no extra work on your behalf.

8 Hold the tears
And while you're seeking financial 

support, it's not about gaining sympathy with 
the biggest sob story to 'win' over your 
interviewer (so hold the tears). If you've 
encountered or overcome certain hardships 
up to now, don't shoehorn these in. Bring it up 
when asked or where it feels appropriate to 
the point you're making.
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As part of our annual Student Survey, we asked students who did apply for extra funding to share 
their tips below. See if they've poked a hole in your biggest concern or excuse that's stopping you.

Student tips for applying
Who better to hear from than the students  
who’ve been awarded a scholarship?

Turn2Us
A national charity helping 
those struggling financially, 
Turn2Us has a grant search 
tool as well as awarding its 
own. It’s currently available to 
purchase online. 
grants-search.turn2us.org.uk/

The Guide to  
Educational Grants book
A one-stop shop for those in 
education or training, this 

guide offers over 1,000 
sources of financial help.

Higher and Degree 
Apprenticeships Guide
Like the idea of graduating in 
a cap and gown, while also 
having several years of work 
experience in the bag and  
no debts to pay off? A degree 
apprenticeship could be  
the answer.
which.co.uk/apprenticeships

Additional resources
When it comes to budgeting, saving money and nailing 
your personal statement, we’ve got you covered

Complete Guide to  
Student Finance
Stressed about being  
saddled with thousands of 
pounds’ worth of debt? We 
get to the bottom of tuition 
fees, maintenance support, 
repayments and more. It 
might not be as bad as  
you think. 
which.co.uk/student- 

finance-guide

Student Budget Calculator
How much do you need to 
live on at university? We've 
crunched the numbers to 
reveal what you can expect to 
roughly spend on food, going 
out, accommodation and 
more. Plus tips to keep slash 
these costs.
which.co.uk/uni-calculator

Personal Statement  
Builder
Build your personal 
statement, step by step. 
Answer a few simple 
questions and we’ll help you 
create that tricky first draft to 
start you off. There are some 
tips along the way to make 
you stand out.
which.co.uk/personal-

statement-builder

“ I achieved [a scholarship in civic 
engagement] for volunteering and 
helping my community. I received £1,000, 
which funded my travel costs. In this 
contract I had to also complete 40 hours 
of volunteering and 10 hours as a student 
ambassador.”

Second year student,  
University of East London

“The application process is easy enough 
to complete. All information and forms are 
on the uni website, but there are deadlines 
for these normally so they should be 
completed as soon as possible.”

Second year student,  
University of Northampton

“You have to be willing to look for the 
information yourself – it will not be handed 
to you! You need to be very organised 
as the applications will ask for lots of 
information on your family financial status. 
It's a good idea to sit down with your 
parents/guardians to do this, or to send 
them a list of all the information you will 
need them to procure for you (about their 
wages, financial assistance/benefits etc) 
ahead of time.”

Third year student,  
University of St Andrews

“[The Roper Scholarship] was simple 
enough to apply for: you had to write 
a short statement explaining why they 
should give it to you and give some details 
about yourself. As for tips, I'd say look on 
the website and even if you're not sure, 
apply for it.”

Second year student,  
University of Bath

“Details for the bursary came from [an] 
open day. I would advise prospective 
students to attend one of the finance talks 
[held here]. All universities run a session of 
this nature so you get a clear idea of what 
the student loan is and other support the 
university can offer.”

Second year student,  
University of York

“When you register as a student, you 
are given an option to share your family 
income with the uni to be considered for a 
low-income bursary. I simply checked the 
box and I qualified for the bursary.  
My advice would be to apply for whatever 
you can, as they can only say yes or no 
and having extra money is always a good 
thing.”

Second year student,  
University of Southampton
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@TheScholarshipHub @UniScholarships

The Scholarship Hub
thescholarshiphub.org.uk

Notes

@WhichUniUK @WhichUniUK Which?

Which? University
which.co.uk/university



20 PB

@WhichUniUK

WhichUniversity

WhichUniversity

Which? University
university.which.co.uk

@WhichUniUK WhichUniversity WhichUniversity


